
Material Review Process

• The minimum timeframe for National 
List Material Review is 145 days. 



Material Review Process

• Day 1 through 14:  

Petition Received by NOP & Reveiwed
Petition forwarded to NOSB Materials 
Chair



Material Review Process

Day 14 through 21:
• The Materials Chairperson sends a copy 

of the petition to the Chairperson of the 
designated NOSB committee (ie. Crops, 
Livestock, or Processing).  

• Petition is evaluated to determine if it will 
be forwarded for a TAP review.  



Materials Review Process

Thirty (30) days prior to the NOSB 
Meeting:

TAP Reviews sent to NOSB
o

TAP reviews are posted on the NOP 
website for review and public comment



Petition Request Documents

• www.ams.usda.gov/nop



National List Criteria

• (1) The substance cannot be produced 
from a natural source and there are no 
organic substitutes;

• (2) The substance's manufacture, use, and 
disposal do not have adverse effects on 
the environment and are done in a manner 
compatible with organic handling;



National List Criteria

• The potential of such substances for 
detrimental chemical interactions with 
other materials used in organic farming 
systems

• The toxicity and mode of action of the 
substance and of its breakdown products 
or any contaminants, and their persistence 
and areas of concentration in the 
environment



National List Criteria

• The probability of environmental 
contamination during the manufacture, use, 
misuse or disposal of such substance

• The effect of the substance on human health
• The effects of the substance on biological 

and chemical interactions in the 
agroecosystem, including the physiological 
effects of the substance on soil, crop and 
livestock



National List Criteria

• The alternatives to using the substance in 
terms of practices or other available 
materials

• It’s compatibility with a system of 
sustainable agriculture



National List Criteria

• (3) The nutritional quality of the food is 
maintained when the substance is used, 
and the substance, itself, or its breakdown 
products do not have an adverse effect on 
human health as defined by applicable 
Federal regulations;



National List Criteria

• (4) The substance's primary use is not as 
a preservative or to recreate or improve 
flavors, colors, textures, or nutritive value 
lost during processing, except where the 
replacement of nutrients is required by law



National List Criteria
• (5) The substance is listed as generally 

recognized as safe (GRAS) by Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) when used in accordance 
with FDA's good manufacturing practices (GMP) 
and contains no residues of heavy metals or 
other contaminants in excess of tolerances set 
by FDA; and

• (6) The substance is essential for the handling of 
organically produced agricultural products.
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